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ship that marked all Milton's pamphlets, for he fiercely
denounces the lazy clergy, the blind mouths who neglect
their flock.
This course of self-preparation was interrupted by the civil
wars. On the news of the rising in Scotland against Laud's
liturgy, Milton returned from his foreign travels to take part in
public events. His motives were both political and religious.
He was an ardent republican at heart and an intense lover of
freedom. Already a puritan of an extreme type, he hated
bishops and ritual, and longed to remove every trace of the
Roman inheritance from the English church. He saw the
struggle as between light and darkness, truth and superstition.
He threw himself into the pamphlet war whole-heartedly, albeit
with reluctance. He complained that he had not completed
the full circle of his private studies and that he would have to
write not verse but prose, which would mean that he would
have the use, as it were, of only his left hand. Nevertheless
there was no hesitation, for he had to express what he felt. It
must be stated that he was not a great pamphleteer. Although
there are passages of the highest eloquence in his prose (the
Areopagitica has the finest examples), often the syntax is weak
and the meaning only half-expressed. The arrangement is
defective, long digressions break continuity, and cumbersome
sentences make hard reading. Yet the conviction and sincerity
of his writing make him seem like a prophet of old with his
message to deliver. As he himself wrote, cBut when God com-
mands to take the trumpet, and blow a dolorous or jarring
blast, it lies not in man's will what he shall say or what he shall
conceal,5 As the civil war went on, he became more and more
in favour of extremes. He was virtually the first to defend the
•commonwealth, in his Tenure of Kings and Magistrates, which
was designed to show that it was lawful to call to account a
wicked king and to depose and put him to death. In his Readie
& Easie Way to Establish a Free Commonwealth, he uttered, as he
said, the last words of expiring liberty, for it was not printed
until the Restoration was almost accomplished, and the whole
nation was, in his words, Creeping back to servitude'. As a
defender of regicide, he was in great personal danger at the
Restoration, but was spared to complete Paradise Lost, said by
his nephew to have been begun in 1658, and Paradise Regained
and Samson Agonistes. Of the three poems, the last is the one most
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